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Mammalia Overview

Å> 100 species in Maryland

ÅExtirpated species include: 
American elk

American martin

Gray wolf

Note: This guide is an overview of select species found in Maryland. 

American elk by Kerry Wixted



Virginia Opossum (Didelphis virginiana)

ÅOmnivore

ÅMarsupial

ÅPrehensile tail

ÅLow body temperature

ÅImmune to snake venom

Order: Didelphimorphia; Family Didelphidae



Order: Rodentia

ÅLargest group of mammals

Å26 species in Maryland

ÅCastoridae (beaver)

ÅErethizontidae(porcupine)

ÅMuridae (mice and rats)

ÅMyocastoridae(nutria)

ÅSciuridae (squirrels)

ÅTeeth never stop growing

Order: Rodentia

Rodent skulls and gray squirrel by Kerry Wixted



Castoridae: American Beaver

(Castor canadensis)

Head & body= 2-оΩΤ ǘŀƛƭҐ мΩ

Scaly, paddle-shaped tail; 1 hump 
visible when swimming (usual)

Semi-aquatic Rodents

Order: Rodentia
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Muridae: Common Muskrat

(Ondatra zibethicus)

IŜŀŘ ϧ ōƻŘȅҐ мнέΤ ǘŀƛƭҐ фέ

Flattened tail; 3 humps visible when 
swimming (usual)

Myocastoridae: Coypu (Nutria)

(Myocastor coypus)

IŜŀŘ ϧ ōƻŘȅҐ ннέΤ ǘŀƛƭҐ моέ

Squared-off head w/ white 
whiskers; rounded tail; invasive


